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international contributions to the rebuilding 
in Iraq. Such a step would also disrupt long-
standing and constructive trading relation-
ships. Dump this loser of an idea. 

[From the Omaha World-Herald, Oct. 8, 2003] 
AN ILL-ADVISED RAID 

Hours after Israel conducted a Sunday 
bombing raid deep inside neighboring Syria, 
President Bush defended the action by say-
ing Israel ‘‘has got a right to defend herself.’’ 
True. But a picture is beginning to emerge 
that Prime Minister Ariel Sharon was doing 
something else—something quite possibly 
dangerous to his own nation, to the region 
and ultimately to the United States. 

Israel, of course, was acting in the wake of 
an especially horrible suicide bombing in 
Haifa that took 19 innocent lives. In what 
has become a grim standard operating proce-
dure in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
Israel could be counted on to retaliate. 

But retaliate against what? Israel first 
said it had gone after a terrorist training 
camp. Soon, though, credible reports began 
to come in that if the locale had ever been a 
terrorist camp, that was years in the past. 
Then Israeli officials confirmed that the 
raid’s actual goal had been to ‘‘send a mes-
sage’’ to Syria: 

Wrong message. 
Yes, Syria harbors terrorists Yes. Islamic 

Jihad had claimed responsibility for the 
deadly restaurant bombing. But there is 
scant evidence that Islamic Jihad ever had 
any connection to the site that Israel at-
tacked. 

For three decades, Israel and Syria have 
had the mutual good sense to keep their bor-
der peaceful, even while each had plenty of 
reason to mistrust the other. Now Israel has 
breached that uneasy calm. If sustained 
fighting were to erupt between the two na-
tions, Lebanon and even Iran could be drawn 
in. 

That would be an unwelcome eventuality 
in the calmest of times. But incurring such 
risks while the United States and its handful 
of allies are struggling to stabilize Iraq 
raises the ante in ways that cannot benefit 
anyone. Moreover, Syria, while too mili-
tarily frail to respond directly in a meaning-
ful way, probably has some ability to nudge 
Iran into exporting yet more terrorists into 
Iraq—where, of course, they would target 
U.S. and allied military personnel. 

Israel and America both have ample reason 
to be upset over Syria’s continued harboring 
of terrorist groups, and Israel in particular 
has a right to be outraged over the Haifa ex-
plosion. Both nations should press Syria in 
every possible way diplomatically to end its 
role as a safe haven for evil. But Israel’s pre-
cipitous attack—Jerusalem didn’t even no-
tify Washington in advance—boosts collec-
tive tension levels at a terrible time. 

Just as Israel, and the Palestinians as well, 
need America’s help in the elusive quest for 
lasting peace, Washington needs Israel’s as-
sistance in keeping the region stable while 
Iraq is being pieced back together. 

Sharon should be taking a wider and 
longer view. By all available evidence, this 
past weekend he was doing anything but.
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IF I COULD CHANGE THE WORLD—
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THIRD GRADER, MARIA 
BELTRAN 
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, on September 6, I hosted my 

11th Annual Community Appreciation Day in 
Dallas, Texas. 

A To highlight the talent of the youth in my 
district, Frederick Douglass Elementary School 
of Pleasant Grove held a student essay con-
test. The top 10 essays were selected from 
over 137 essays submitted. Each winner was 
awarded a Congressional Certificate of Appre-
ciation and an Autographed Bicycle Helmet. 

The Grand Prize winner of the student 
essay contest, Maria Beltran (3rd grade), was 
awarded a Congressional Certificate of Appre-
ciation, an Autographed Bicycle Helmet and a 
New Red Unisex Bicycle. The grand prize win-
ner read the following beautiful essay to the 
audience. 

Maria provided us with words that should be 
shared with all. I extend her remarks for fellow 
Members of Congress. I know that we can 
benefit from her words as we face inter-
national challenges.

If I could change the world, I would change 
it by doing something to stop the violence, 
because the violence is destroying the world. 
I would like to have a better place to live. I 
wish everybody would help each other and no 
fighting and no pushing and no killing peo-
ple. I wish I could change the drugs for food, 
because a lot of children are hungry, I will 
help the homeless because they don’t have 
any food, water or homes to live. If the peo-
ple stop smoking they could have a better 
life for themselves. Because smoking can 
make you sick, I wish the children would lis-
ten to their parents and their teachers and 
respect them so they can have the best infor-
mation of what is the best for everybody. I 
wish I could stop the wars. I wish a peaceful 
place to live, with no wars, with out drugs, 
only peace and love for everybody in the 
whole world. I am glad when the people are 
nice to each other. 

If I could change the world, these are the 
things I would do.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, during a time of 
global conflict, it is especially important mo-
ment to recognize and thank our true friends 
and allies around the world. Joining us in our 
commitment to freedom, democracy, human 
rights and economic opportunity, Taiwan has 
been a steadfast friend to the United States 
for over 50 years. 

This is a difficult and threatening time 
among the world of nations. Taiwan is an im-
portant cornerstone in securing a free, stable 
and prosperous Asia. 

Immediately after September 11, 2001, Tai-
wan became one of the first countries to come 
to our aid in the campaign against terrorism. 
President Chen, Shui-bian lost no time in con-
demning this brutal act and its perpetrators. 
Since then, Taiwan has reaffirmed its commit-
ment to us in many forms, including intel-
ligence gathering, increased airport security, 
and laws that keep laundered money out of 
the hands of terrorists. Taiwan has also pro-
vided generous assistance for the rebuilding of 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Recently, both Houses of Congress have 
passed by large margins, legislation that sup-
ports our friendship and commitments to Tai-

wan and endorses its desire for a wider inter-
national role, specifically in the World Health 
Organization and the United Nations. 

Let us continue, through words and deeds, 
our heartfelt support for this special friend on 
its 92nd National Day celebration. 

I offer our friends in Taiwan my own per-
sonal best wishes, and I offer good wishes to 
Taiwan on behalf of Texas.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise before this 
body of Congress and this Nation to pay trib-
ute to the amazing courage displayed by a 
young boy from my district. Casey Mudroch of 
Pagosa Springs, Colorado, nearly lost his life 
this past summer when his tent was washed 
into a lake during a flash flood. After five 
grueling weeks of recuperation in the Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Denver, Casey finally re-
turned home with hope for a full recovery. I 
am honored to stand and recognize Casey’s 
harrowing battle for life and his remarkable re-
covery here today. 

Casey was left critically injured this summer 
when a tent he and his friends were sleeping 
in was swept into Navajo Lake. Witnesses 
were able to pull him out of the water, but un-
fortunately by the time they got to him he was 
unconscious and had stopped breathing. Fol-
lowing CPR Casey was flown to Denver and 
taken to Children’s Hospital, where he was 
treated for over a month. I can assure you that 
his stay in the hospital was not an easy one. 
After being downgraded from critical condition, 
Casey developed an ulcer, which ruptured, re-
turning him to critical condition. Fortunately, 
Casey is expected to make a full recovery and 
is glad to be home among his family and 
friends. 

Mr. Speaker, surviving such a traumatic ex-
perience is never easy, especially for some-
one as young as Casey Mudroch. Casey has 
displayed a tremendous amount of bravery 
throughout this ordeal, and it is my privilege to 
honor his recovery efforts before this body of 
Congress and this Nation today. I would like to 
wish Casey a continued recovery and all the 
best in the future.
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EQUITY ACT OF 2003
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to encourage my colleagues to join me in co-
sponsoring the ‘‘Federal Employees’ Benefits 
Equity Act of 2003.’’ I reintroduced this very 
important legislation that works to eliminate a 
number of inequities found in the computation 
of benefits for law enforcement officers, fire-
fighters, nuclear material couriers and mem-
bers of the Supreme Court police under the 
Federal Employees Retirement System 
(FERS) and the Civil Service Retirement Sys-
tem (CSRS). 
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